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The description of the Konsta Waste Calculator for households 
 
 
1. Background  
 
The Konsta Waste Calculator is a web application designed to estimate the waste amount of households. 
The Calculator estimates also the greenhouse gas emissions caused by household’s waste. Konsta 
Waste Calculator can be used free of charge on Internet www.hsy.fi/konsta and it is made in Finnish. 
 
Helsinki Region Environmental Services Authority HSY has developed the Konsta Waste Calculator in 
2010–2011. The Konsta Waste Calculator is based on survey of waste amount in 2006. YTV (now HSY) 
made the survey in 500 households in Helsinki Metropolitan Area. The households weighed their waste 
during three weeks. The waste data is used in the Konsta Waste Calculator as an average waste amount 
of households. 
 
The Finnish Environmental Institute has estimated the greenhouse gas emission factors for various types 
of waste for the Calculator. The development work of the Konsta Waste Calculator is co-financed by EU 
Life+. 
 
 
2. The structure of the Konsta Waste Calculator  
 
The Konsta Waste Calculator includes five different sections: Household, Consumption habits, Recycling 
and Waste amounts, Collecting and Transport of Waste and Summary. 
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Picture 1. The main page of the Konsta Waste Calculator. 
 

 

 
 
Picture 2. The Household section in the Konsta Waste Calculator. 
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Picture 3. The Consumption Habits section in the Konsta Waste Calculator. 
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Picture 4. Recycling and Waste amount section in the Konsta Waste Calculator. 
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Picture 5. The Recycling and Waste amounts section in the Konsta Waste Calculator. 
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Picture 6. The Summary in the Konsta Waste Calculator. 
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3. The function of Konsta Waste Calculator 
 
Households can estimate the waste amount in a year level by answering to the questions in the Konsta 
Waste Calculator. The Konsta Waste Calculator includes nineteen questions and only the first question is 
obligatory. After every question, the Konsta Waste Calculator shows the total amount of waste and the 
amount of various types of waste on line. In every question, there is also information how the amount of 
waste can be reduced. 
 
The Konsta Waste Calculator compares the waste amount of the user with the average waste amount in 
Helsinki Metropolitan Area. The comparison is made according the total amount of waste and the amount 
of various types of waste. 
 
The Konsta Waste Calculator estimates also the greenhouse gas emissions of various types of waste. 
The result is shown on CO2e scales. The scales show the result with three different colours: green colour 
means that emissions are minor than average emissions and yellow colour means that emissions are at 
average level. Red colour means that the emissions are bigger than average emissions. 
 
After the test, the household will get a summary. The summary shows the total amount of waste and the 
amount of greenhouse gas emissions caused by waste. The summary shows also the total waste amount 
and the amount of various types of waste compared to the average amount in Helsinki Metropolitan area. 
The results can be saved and monitored. In the Konsta Waste calculator, it is also possible to deliver the 
results in social media. 
 
 
4. The greenhouse gas emission factors for various types of waste 
 
The Finnish Environment Institute has estimated the greenhouse gas emission factors for various types of 
waste. Detailed description of these factors can be found here 
http://www.hsy.fi/julia2030/en/project/waste/Pages/default.aspx 
 
 
 


